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IS 

HIGH SCHOOL 
ENOUGH? 

In today’s fast pace, can 
school education 
ly be enough? 

Two-year colleges are the 
fastest growing, most 
exciting form of higher 
education to develop 
in this century. 

Junior colleges are designed 
to meet the needs of those 
who plan to seek job 
opportunity and to prepare 
those who are planning to 
further their education 
on a higher level. 

EAST CENTRAL JUNIOR 
COLLEGE - modern and on 
Ithe move upward! 
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20 Years Decatur Has 
Dwn Into Leading Dair 


>airy., 

Sas? 


d Trade Metropolis 

By AUSTIN McMURCHY ^ 

ecatur has IT! 
his town with a personality has made the greatest 
5 of growth during the past 20 years, although it is an 
pm established in 1836. 

re spark of its development has been an energetic and 
rceful leadership and a citizenry that has kept pace with 

nesf 

oaay one finds in this county seat of Newton county, 
population of about 1800, many new homes, Methodist 
baptist churches, a modern school plant, East-Central 
r College, a modern thriving business section ringing 
art house square, a modern Negro school, and a country- 
if rolling pastures which feeds mai^r registered cattle in 
cpanding dairy industry. 

£ addition to these attributes, Decatur also has a new 
ock auction bam which is aiding the growth of beef and 
industries in the area and a county cold sotrage plant. 
Z'age pasture improvement program of the surrounding 
pulpwood and timbel also add to the livelihood in the 
mr section. 

Trade Appreciation Day” each Saturday in Decatur is 
ie I: not only stimulates trade in the stores of the town, 
Is? rewards purchasers in the local stores. Merchants 
ira:e by contributing to the “jackpot” arid tickets are 
r. a: random. The winner may get a trade certificate 
,::r five to fifty percent of the “jackpot,” which usually 
about 5100 or more. 

5* town's Exchange club^ 

S ^5 its Chamber of Com-1 were burned. The second, court- 
and negotiations are-house built in 1868 and also. 


r way to locate at least ’was later burned, this time by a 
m 


• -nriucrmr fhoro man under indictment, according to 

~ in<jUatrainere. ; older* citizens. The third time the 

= rar has assessed value: courthouse was rebuilt in 1878, and 

u; 325C 000 aitf a 20 mill tax was burned in 1910. 

Bans deposits in_ December, l The present courthouse, fourth 
averaged about $577,000. The! structure on the same site, was 


branch of the Bank of 
. Much o: the city's property 
-assessable, but city expan- 
izans have mei opposition in 

a5t. 

ut one mile of street paving 
*en laid m the town, and more 
z may be done this summer. 
v-:er lines were recently laid 
new Negro school of which 
wn is yustly jproud. 

Began In 1835 

atur’s history began in 1835 
organization of the town was I 
The first courthouse was! 


erected %in 1911. * 

%Tie first sheriff of the county 
was Hullen Redwine. The first 
store located in the town was 
an old lean-to saloon and gro¬ 
cery which was built onto two 
growing trees, according to leg¬ 
end. The oldest house in the 
county is reported to be t h e 
Alexander Graham home which 
was completed in 1828. He was 
an early farmer. The building 
is still standing six miles east 
of Decatur. 

It was on the streets of Decatur, 


152-8. I: was burned in 1864 i between the present site of t h e 
Sherman s march to the sea > Methodist church and the junior 
hvil War.* Many oid Records i college, that Colonel W. A. Mont¬ 


gomery, Hinds county civil w a 
leader, * was wounded during a J 
skirmish, according to lore’recount- 
ed by H. R. McMullen. 

Modern Attitudes 
Only this week Mrs. Bart Herring¬ 
ton, widow of the sheriff who 
died in office, was elected chief 
law enforcement officer of the coum 
ty over eight opponents in ajspeciai 
election. This, taken with other 
things,' shows the liberal and mod¬ 
ern attitudes of the citizens. 

The modern white elementary 
school plant was completed four 
years ago, after the former struc¬ 
ture burned. Busses bring in stu- 
j dents from a wide area. Enroll- 
| ment is about 500. 

Junior College 

East Central Junior college, one 
of the better junior colleges in the 
state, was founded in 1928. 

It began with three buildings and 
a faculty of two. Today it has 12 
new buildings and faculty of 45. 
Enrollment in the first semester 
was about 20, and today enrollment 
totals about 600. 

The school is headed by— Lr— 
O. Todd, president since 1934. 

All college teachers have mas¬ 
ters degrees. A new music and 
art department have recently 
been added, and the athletic 
program is among the best with 
teams of the school (known as 
Warriors) making good show¬ 
ings in conference competition. 

A new shop department at the 
school and the vocational agricul¬ 
ture programs also are popular. 

The school is presently con¬ 
structing a two-story student center 
building. The plant and property of 
the school is conservatively valued 
at about $1,000,000. 

Support of the school is given by 
tax levies in five counties: Newton, 
Scott, Leake, Neshoba and Winston. 
Many extra-curricular activities and 
student aid plans are available. 

The school bids for students with 
its annual “Senior Day” event, in 
which seniors from the high schools 
in the fiye counties are brought in 
and treated to a meal and enter¬ 
tainment and tours of the school 
conducted by junior college students 
from their home towns. About 1600 
are expected for the event this year 

Neighboring Towns 
The town is accessible to other 
neighboring towns by modern 
roads, and Gulf, Mobile and Ohio 
freight line serves the community. 
The neighboring cities are Union, 
Newton, Conehatta (site of an In¬ 
dian reservation), Hickory, Strat¬ 
ton, Little Rock and Beulah Hub¬ 
bard (a large consolidated school 
district). 

Decatur’s growth was aided by 
twe things, the a iivp nt - the junior 
fojlege and the election of young 
men on the town board.— 

Present city officials are: Mayor 


^A lex Munda y, Al derman J. Thogf i 
> Giles. Alderman G. E. Crawf&< 


Aldermaa. A. J. Blackburn, Aid 


at 

;on 


G. G. Keith, Special Poli ce Offj 
Bill Spive y, Alderman J. R. Picfe , 
City Attorney Johnson , aud 

Marshall J. T.. McMullen" ~ 

, w women’s clubs, the Progres¬ 
sive club and Garden club, 4 coitfbine 
with the men’s Exchange club" in 
the advancement and beautification 
of the cofftm unify. 

The town is clean, law-abidihg ; 
^and progressive. Dairying in Hie 
area is expanding. Newt o*i ’j 
county has more grad# A- ■ H 
dairies than any county in the % 
state, and at least one Grade i 
A dairy is located within the 
corporate limits of the town. * 

A modern agricultural off i** 4 
buiidingis located in DecatUr, sefiv j 
&g' as lftadquarters for the cortSp 
agent, AAA, home demonstration 
agent, health and welfare depart¬ 
ments. 

Current Projects 

While the city is living in the 
present and not the past, a current 
project of the town is the improve- 
metn of its cemetery. Plans for im¬ 
proving the area into beauty spot 
of the community were ^talked by 
Mayor Munday. 

Other progress 4 )lans have been 
advanced for widening prf some of 
the business streets of the town. 

The down’s Negro s chool |nw 
J 2 LQYid.es 12_grades and a lund^borin 
i 2 ~da.be built to_serve the school 
the_£&me as the white school./ ~ 
r ProbaSly the Best-known afid 
best-loved citizen of Decatui; is 
I Mrs. Gallaspy. /columnist for* the 
NewtoiTRicorcI 
Her story Ss a remarkable / 
one. She’s 86, and is confined 
to her bed with arthritis. But * 

* from a telephone at her bed¬ 
side, she keeps a finger on the 
pulse of the community a ri d * 
writes a lively, timely column 
of the city in that publication 
each week. 

She is Decatur’s “ace i-eporter’', 
and this attempt at Decatur’s story 
probably could be better told bv 
her. 

Take another look at Decatur’s 
past, especially the persons for 
which this area was named. 

_ The county was named,, for Sir 
!ss ac Newton^ scientistTTlis' theory 



was that what*weht r up must com& 
down. He did not evolve further 
that where there is spirit a com¬ 
munity will not stay down, but will 
rise to new growth and develop¬ 
ment. 

The city was named for Stephen 
Decatur, statesman. One wonders 
what he would say of the fast-grow¬ 
ing community today. 

Geographic Location 

The geographic location of t h e 
city kept it as the county seat, 
through the years, although bids 
were made by other cities in the 
section. It is reached by Highway ! 
15, which connects with Highway 
80 at Newton. 

It had the first Masonic Lodge 
m the county, known as Decatur 



Evergreen Lodge No. 77, date of 
1846. * 

The rmal charter of the town was 
given in 1906. 

And last, but not least, in De¬ 
catur’s achievements Is its prfct- 
* ty girls. “Miss Decatur” and 
“Miss Central Missisippi” are 
in school here. 

This city, already established in 
-rying which is constantly ex- 
rhir.r and improving, is seekm 
bustry zc further encourage 
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Munday (kneeling); Mrs. G. G. Keith, city clerkf Bill Spivey, special 
police; J. R. Pace, alderman; and W. H. Johnson, city attorney. Nei 
pictured i» J. T. McMullen, marshal. V **t 


Crawford, A. J. Blackburn, Alton Graham, aldermen; May< 

- - Spivey, 


picture 


_ r _of Decatur cooperate in attracting business to their town. 

Each week they conduct a “Treasure Chest” trade day. Pictured above 
are members of the city council with a “squirrel cage” where tickets 
to be drawn are kept. From left to right are J. Thomas Giles, G. E. 















Decatur is the center of government for Newton county. Pictured is the county courthouse. 


mi 



Whether the subject is politics or the mystery of “flying saucers’* it probably has been discussed on the steps 
of the Newton county courthouse at Decatur. An election for a sheriff was being held the day this group 
was photographed. . & \ ^ \ 
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! Ask anyone in Decatur what is the principal business of the community ' 
1 and they will quickly say “Dairying.^ We ask you if pretty Miss Jeanette 
Massey, 19, twice chosen “Miss Decatur”, doesn’t make a nice picture tcf 
illustrate this industry. (Daily News photos by jJimmy Ward)^* 


fticholson Won Best Individual Farm Award 


Scanlan Community Winning Entrant 




The ^fiiual award dinner for the 
.Newton County Rural Community De¬ 
velopment Program was held Thurs¬ 
day night, December 11, in the East 
Central Junior College gymnasium, 
Decatur. The barbecued beef meal, 
I served miffet styl^|from tables set up 
in the four cornersof the gymnasium, 
f was enjoyed by approximately 500 
^farmers; business men, and technical 
workers. The invocation was said by 
the Rev. Wilmer H. Clay, pastor of 
the Ddcatur Methodist Church, and 
member^of the Rura l jUje CoTOQjssion 


and two upright silos that helped com¬ 
munity members conserve feed stuff 
during the drought of 1952. Telephone 
lines were run five and one-half miles 
in the community from Decatur to 
give members telephone service. All 
mail boxes were painted and stenciled 
with owners’ names. Mechanized farm 
equipment was bought on a coopera¬ 
tive basis, individuals purchasing va¬ 
ried pieces and using them commun¬ 
ally. 

Many home improvements were 


omicu iuai «pu,uuu uau uccu pr— 

contributed by business people of the ! S’ 
Program, and made the awards, assist-; 2. 
ed by key business men of the county. =• 


The awards were as follows: High per¬ 


son in community ($25 each): Ear^ £ 
Ezell of Erin and Lucern, C. P. Browm 2T 
of Sulphur Springs, Coy Addy of Strat- 
ton, Woodrow Ezell of Pleasant Val¬ 
ley, J. T. Boggan of Fellowship, Otho 
Tatum of Berry, Mack Ozborn of 
Union, M. 0. Barfoot of Scanlan, Mack 
Foy of New Ireland, and Anon Mc- 
Mullan of Oak Grove. Lettering and 
painting mail boxes, 100 per cent (four 


communities divided 


$ $50)—Scanlan, 
Stratton, and Berry. 1 


.Ozborn, 


2 = <5 

«-*• r— 


S5 

- —! 
HI 
c 
S. 


W > 
= 5 


Z 2 c o 


*-= f 
515 * 3 


■?«s e s 


, reporting fo e the 1 
Scanlan Community, made a glo wing 
resume of the Community’s act. ivity. 
Scanlan, winning community en Want,; 
scored highest because of the nu :mber ( 
of community projects attempte d and. 
completed. Important among the^ pro- ' 
jects was the building of two trench 































JMNUMKT 9, lYOD 


The members of the girls’ basketball team 
of East Central Junior College for the year 
of 1954-55 are as follows: Kneeling, Loretta 
Fox, Sue Harris, Helen Jane Townsend, 
Ruby Nowell, Gayla Ann Williamson and 


Betty Madison. Standing, Tom Burt, coach; 
Kate Freeman, Shelby Jean Laird, Dorothy 
Brown, Hilda Wicker, Shirley Jones and 
Bobbie Kilpatrick. 




\ THREE STUDENTS ARE 
ADDED TO HONOR ROLL 


T^ree students, not listed on the 
i jessed six weeks' honor roll pre- 
f tuxsZj released have achieved 
r honors, according to a 

[re c.e s.: release from the Registrar's 
[ «&*£€- 

terades of the three students, 
horn are Agriculture 
I S-ys were held up by the ill- 
jdsss ^ their instructor. When all 
had been completed, three 
P iMbi j iaais were found to have 
[■rrrird recognition for outstand- 
l mg baoedr 

Ot the three. Carl Beeman rated 
Distinction; Olen Nall, 
Ihtfaf no c and Willie Scott Jordan 
ma+t the honor rolL ' i 


E. C. J. C. Defeats 
Wesson and Hinds 


The East Central Warriorettes 
basketball team defeated Wesson 
and Hinds prior to the Christmas 
holidays. 

On December 10th the girls de¬ 
feated Wesson by a score of 62- 
40. The Warriorettes definitely 
proved themselves to be ttie 
stronger team on both defense 
and offense. 

The Hinds Eaglettes journeyed 
to East Central December 14 there 
only to be met with overwhelm¬ 
ing competition. The Hinds girls 
played excellent basketball the 
first minutes of the game, but 
could not match the Warriorettes 
in ibe^oiM half. The East Cen¬ 
tral lasses were the victors by a 
score of 58-42. 

* _ ECJC- 


Basketball Team 
Wins Over Four 
Junior Colleges 


The East Central boys’ basket¬ 
ball team defeated Wesson, Hiilds, 

| and Woods Jr. Colleges respective- 
, ly before leaving for the holidays. 

I December 10 the Warriors de¬ 
feated the Wesson Quintet .by a 
score of 89 to 79. The Warriors 
were very effective on defense. 
This game was played at Wesson. 

Dec 14 the Warriors defr - ^' 1 
Hinds Jr. College 87 to 60 b 


■V 

VTIIU TSTIOl Uliniur: 

on Christmas Eve, } 


threw h i s 
bucket 


i Hinds Jr. College 87 to 60 bo ^ that Santa C i aus had 

a thrilled crowd in the local itted su icide. 

nasium. Wayne led the scorm Coach Lindsley, 
j tack with 32 points. The outsj d tng mo ther-in-law a 
ing defense was a determining ® 

*** **«!*■;&*.■* M« Sullivan, who, in selling . 

pound of raisens, bit one in half 
to give exact weight. 

Miss Harris took a dead fly 


squad saw action in this dee 
victory. 

The Warriors defeated W 


THE NEWTON RECORD 

CARRIES 

COUNTY WIDE NEWS 

AND 


ine iuuiiu*. - Miss Harris IOUK, a u< 

Jr. College 50 to 34 Decembe awav from a b iind spider, 
in flip home gymnasium. -nirmru Viirips hi 


in the home gymnasium, 
score was close until the 1 
part of the second quarter > 
the Warriors went out front 
maintained a good margin thre 


f ** V/AAA X f • /* J 

Coach Blount hides his wife s 
false teeth when they serve corn 
on the cob. 

Mr. Pennington proposed to 
an old maid over the telephone, 


mainuuncu a . Qid maid over me icicpavuv, 

out the game. Tullos conne ^ w hen she accepted him, told 

* 0/1 nnintc wbilp OlltStST . . 1 i -nlimhpr 


for 34 points, while outstar 
defensive play was performs 
i the entire squad. 

-ECJC 



her she had the wrong number. 

And then there is the College 
Business Manager (Name withheld 
for security purposes), who if be 
owned the Pacific Ocean, wouldn t 
give a pea-mite enough water to 
gargle its throat with. i 

(Note: Just in fun, fellas, just mj 

fuh!) 





































This picture tattles on Decatur as a trade center. Both sides of the street are lined ^with automobiles as farm¬ 
ers from over Newton county transact business in the county seat. Officials said it was an average day. 



L 


Decatur* Teacher 

' • * p* 

Saw iOH$‘ Grouph 
From Beginning 

* Decatur once had cnlr* cue 
telephone for the use o’f the 
entire communijjy*loca:ed in a 
small wooden shack. according 
•to Mrs. Susie Weather5by New- 
some, teacher a: East Central 
Junior College who has been 
with the school for 22 years. 

Mrs. Newsome came ic the 
school during its firs: year of 
operation as a junior ccllere.m 
1928. « 

She recalls the day also when 
the town had no water lines or 
sanitary facilities. 

The 'phenomena? zrow:r_ cf 
the community, aided or the 
school, iPalry with ether tc^ns 
in the area andiyir: 
leadership, also has beer 
amazing revolution to her. 
of this growth oasmred du 
the past 20 years, sjpfe stated. 
-o- 


wm ***** ■ w - ' -♦ ^ ' "V ' fT ; 

Decatur officials recognize East Central Junior College as an important financial ?fnd cultural part of their 
community. Three students a Ire pictured on the campus at Decatur. ; T&ey ard* Barbara Su,e Fifegs .oft. Norton- 
*$eft); Ina Fay Simmons of Hillsboro, anil Pat >$hellftn of Waynesboro (right) A J f ' ; " 



















. B0W1N3 TO PROGRESS— Built in 1880 
this old Hunter home which was to be 
demolished on Wednesday of this week 
to make way for a new and modern 
IGA Store in Decatur, located just west 
of the post office. Looking over the 
house and reminiscing over years gone 
by are Maston McMullan left and Homer 
Hunter. The house was originallv built 
by Frank H McMullan, father of the 
late Albert McMullan, and a great uncle 


of McMullan and Hunter. The house 1 was 
bought by Dr. and Mrs. B. F. Hunter in 
1912. and there, Homer and seven of his 
brothers and sisters grew up. The home 
was bought in 1949 by Albert McMullan 
and then purchased in 1973 by Maston 
McMullan from the McMullan estate. 
The house has square nails in the walls 
and was one of the oldest homes in De¬ 
catur. 

(STAFF PHOTO BY LOIS COOPER) 



^Downtown Decatur Had A Face-L 

■— 2 " . ... . .................. -.v.v • 


















NEWTON COUNTY'S NEW COURTHOUSE AT DECATUR 

pNewton County 
I Has Heritage 

















ALUMNI SEMINAR 


Albert Harvey Trapp receiv¬ 
ed his Master of Professional 
Accountancy this month from 
Mississippi State University, 
maintaining membership in Phi 
Kappa Phi, Beta Gamma 
Si gma and Beta Alphi Psi. He 
graduated as No. 22 in the 
School of Business. 

Trapp received his A. A. 
degree in Business Administr- 
tion from East Central Junior 
College. He received his B. S. 
degree in Actounting in 1972 
Jessie Everett of Decatur from Mississippi State Univer- 
was a recent participant in the sity. 

1978 University of Mississippi ^ as ^ een on ^e ECJC 
Alumni Seminar. faculty since Pebruary 1972, as 

head of the Business Admrnis- > 
tration Department, teaching 
Accounting and Business Law. 

* Mr. Trapp also has a Public 

* Accounting offic e in Decatur. 

He and his wife, Ann, have a 
. five-year-old daughter, Tonya. 

Mr. Trapp is the son of Mr. and 
* s Mrs. B. L. Trapp of PhilADELl * 

. x' n PHIA. 


TRAPP HAS RECEIVED 
MASTER’S DEGREE 
FROM UNIVERSITY 



Entrance To Huff Memorial Auditorium Building, ECJC 


Newsome Hall, Women's Dormitory 


[torium and Office Building 
















Bailey and Mike Pope. Second" Row: Jessie 


The following students will graduate at 
the Mid-term at East Central Junior CoUege. jj^ e y BiUie^Wright, Berlin Rogers, Martha 
Tod row: Eugene Richardson, B. F. Blass, . „.T ’ , 




JANUARY 5, 1955 


^ Mr. Thames Retires / 


After 23 Years As 
A Trustee Member 


E C INSTRUCTOR DIES 


AFTER 10 YRS. 


East Central Junior College has 
suffered a great loss with the 
! death of one of its faculty mem¬ 
bers, Mr. G. L. Palmer, Head of 
the Agricultural Department. 

The untimely death of the be¬ 
loved G. L. Palmer proved a shock 
to his many friends. 

^'Dorn £pril 14, 1910, in the com¬ 
munity of Polkville, Mississippi in y-/ 
Smith county of farm parents, Mr. 
Palmer had made great sacrifices 
and overcome many obstacles in hsi 
climb to his most*-recent appoint- 
I ment at East Central Junior Col- 
i lege. 

The deceased was educated in 
' the high schools of Smith coun* 

' ty and graduated from the Jones 


Mr. Bradford Tucker has 
been promoted to Head of the 
Agriculture Department at 
East Central Junior College. 
-ecjc- 

Tucker Elevated 
To New Position 


Mr. Bradford Tucker will suc¬ 
ceed Mr. G. L. Palmer as head ofj 
the Agriculture Department at 
East Central Junior College. He 
will teach agriculture and super¬ 
vise the college farm. 


ur/ty Jun|or^ College and later 
i Mississippi State CollegerHe*^ 
* achieved an outstanding rec* 
while teaching at Damascus, 
rview, House, Union and for 
years at East Central Junior 
jiege. 


• jrvivors include his wife, Mrsft TCDM f AI f CflC 
,ier and the two daughters,*" ■ "■*■■■ WfhfcliVfc* 
,>Beth, thirteen, and 


A. H. 5. in April of 1917. 

sses a meet- 
the school, 
two years in 
World War 
jwton Coun- 
h 1928. He 
in Decatur 






I the Board of Trustees of East Cen- 
■ tra * Junior College since Februarv 
j of 1931 has retired from the 
after twenty-three years of 
/vice. 

~ During the time of Mr. Thame^Sf 
service, as a board member, the* 
college has grown from a vfery 
small institution to its prejs 
position as one of the outstay 

junior colleges in the Snp| h i _ 

an enrollment of nearly fjSfc V 
- Mr. Thames was one of the first 
students in the Newton Countv 
Agricultural High SchooUMWiich 


was. founded in 1914. He -gftfJaated 


































In 1946 Mr. Frank E.' Leath¬ 
erwood joined the faculty 
ai East Central Junior College 
to teach biology. While he 
was here, Jje inspired hundreds 
of science* students. 

A great many of his former 
snar ieras and associates were 
v s ad dened recently when they 
laamed of Mr. Leatherwood’s 
death. Mr. Leatherwood was 
ajwed in a car accident near 
Forest in 1968. Due to his 
beaih was forced to retire, 
ax be was alwafs there if a 
s snrirrg needed him. 

•"bee Mr. Leatherwood came 
to ECJC in 1946 as Professor 
- of Biological Sciences, it was 
soon evident thatafie would 
bee acne one of the most popular 
teachers an campus. He soop 
sorted to teach zoology and 
>xacy along with biology. 
3e became very* involved 
ic the school and community. 
Be sponsored both the Gun 
Chi aid the Medical Club. 
He was also a curriculum 
•criscr. In the community he 


was an, active member of the 
Clarke Venable Baptist Church. 
He also worked a great deal 
with the Boy Scouts as Science 
Counselor and with the Cub 
Scouts as Club Master. 

He was honored in 1962 
when he was named to the 
Who’s Who in American Edu¬ 
cation. He was an active 
member of the Mississippi 
Academy of Science and the 
Mississippi Education Associa¬ 
tion. 

East Central Junior College 
honored him in 1967 by dedi¬ 
cating the annual to him. The 
announcement was made on 
annual day. The dedication 
said”. . .Mr. Leatherwood’s 
untiring efforts, sympathetic 
understanding, invaluable advice 
and genuine unselfishness have 
endeared him to us as a 
teacher, advisor, and friend 
... We humbly and proudly 
dedicate the 1967 WO HE LO 
to you, Mr. Leatherwood.” 
The faculty and students were 
elated over the annual’s choice. 



Mr. Leatherwood, who was 
originally from North Carolina, 
received his A.A. Degree from 
Mars Hill College in North 
Carolina in 1938. He received 
his B.A. Degree in 1940 and 
his M.A. Degree in 1942 from 
Wake Forrest College which 


is also in North Carolina. He 
did additional studies at Louis¬ 
iana State University, - Gulf 
Coast Research Laboratory 
and Cornell University. 

Free time was a rarity to 
Frank Leatherwood, for he 
had plenty of hobbies to keep 
him busy after school hours. 
He was a gun collector, and 
he repaired and refinished 
many of the guns he collected. 
It seems as if his major 
hobby was fossil collecting. 
He and his son and Henry 
Conerly, associate professor 
of biology at ECJC, discovered 
the bones of an atchaeocete 
whale (technically known as the 
Zueglodon or Basilosaurus) 
southwest of Lake, Mississippi. 
It was required in his courses 
for the students to take field 
trips. He also enjoyed stamp 
collecting, tropical fish, and 
woodworking. He filled his 
house with articles made of 
wood, from picture frames 
to desks. 

One of Mr. Leatherwood’s 
former students is Mrs. Bev¬ 



have 

~ Frank 
He 


(Continued from Page 1 

four children; a son 
E. Leatherwood n and 
is survived 


Dr. Qiaxies Wright, President 
fast Centra! Junior College, 
iocs uscsiced that Mrs. Frank 
L ea c^ erwo od has established a 
srrouarshrp to be given to an Eas* 
Cc—n l ssdest in memory of he- 

The scholarship, in the amount 
of r"5. wS. be awarded for the 
firs tame this spring during 
Awards Day to a freshman 
mixing in biological 
The student must have 
the highest grade point 
m his or her department 
mad nast r et urn to East Central 
far :be sophomore year. 

The scholarship was set up at 
tie trg of Leatherwood *s death 
h w he n the family reques- 
^d scholarship donations instead 


'-wood began teaching 
in anc taught until 
I>ae h> a c-ac cai accident, 
iwaivsag mother car from Ala- 
LearberwDod was taken to 
Barest Hospital m Jackson 
stayed several weeks. 
He also stayed in hospitals in this 
area far amass 6 months. He 
o a 


by his wife, 

Mrs. Nera H. Leatherwood, a son 
Frank, and three daughters, 
Mrs. Patricia Ann Cumberland, 
Mrs. Diana Lynn Turner, and 
Mrs. Nenette Measels. 
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Leatherwood. being dedicated 
to the field of science for so many 
years, hoped that some day be 
would be able to teach again. 
Hopefully, someone truly dedi- 
this Bias was will be 
the scholar shi p this 
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three daughters, Patricia Ann 
Cumberland of Greely, Color¬ 
ado, Deana Lynn Turner erf 
Starkville, Mississippi and 
Nenette Leatherwood of De¬ 
catur. Nenette is a student 
at William Carey College in 
Mississippi. 

Before the funeral the family 
requester that no flowers be 
sent; instead, they requested 
money which would be placed 
in a memorial fund. The Frank 
E. Leatherwood memorial fund 
has been set up through the 
Peoples Bank of Decatur. It 
is a scholarship fund for medical 
students who come : to ECJC 
^are_ low on j unds. 

In the latter years of his life, he^T 



and his wife built a new home, 
which is located across from the 
married student apartments. 

Leatherwood joined the ECJC 
faculty in 1946 and served as 
instructor in Biology, Botany and 
Zoology until 1968. During that 
time, he served as sponsor of the 
Medical Club, Gun Gub and 
curriculum advisor for biological 
science majors. 

Leatherwood received the A.A. 
degree from* Mars Hill College, 
and the B.A. and M.A. degrees 
from Wake Forest College. He 
1 did postgraduate work at LSU, 

| Golf Coast Research Lab., and 
^-- 
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erly Henry Oliphant. She was 
a student at ECJC between 
the summer session of 1957 
and the end erf January 1959. 
She worked as Mr. Leather- 
wood’s laboratory assistant 
and substitute teacher in bio¬ 
logy to help her.^lf through 
school. Every time Mrs. Oli¬ 
phant needed a recommenda¬ 
tion she wrote Mr. leather- 
wood who would send her one 
as soon as he could. Today 
she is on the Board of Trustees 
at George Washington Univer¬ 
sity and she works on the 
stall, as a doctor, of the Vet¬ 
eran’s Hospital, She also 
works for the improvement of 
other hospitals in the Washing¬ 
ton D.C. area. 

No one could be prouder 
of Frank Leatherwood than 
his family especially his wife, 
Mrs. Xena Holt Leatherwood. 
When she talks of Mr. Leather- 
wood and the deeds he ha* 
done, anyone can see in her 
face the love and pride she 
has for him. The Leatherwood’s 
(Continued on Page 4 . . .) 
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CLASS OF '28 
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First row; Leon sims, Edgar Lee Busby, 
Mrs. Nola [McClendon] Sanders, Mrs. Eula C. 
JAdams] Ritchie , Mrs. Rubye Lorene [Pace] 
Anderson. Mrs. Vy afAda msI Goodwin. Mrs. 
Madeline [ W rotenl^Tyle, Mrs. Mary 
Margferette [Nester] Morgan, Mrs. Ruby 
[Rowzee] Huey, Mrs. Virginia Eunice [May] 
Smith, Mrs. Burness [Boutwell] Foley, Mrs. 
Nina Latheria [Drew] Foster, Mrs. Tessa 
Eutola [Adkins] Smith, Mrs. Henrietta Marie 
[Nance] Stokes and P.G. Moore. 

, Second row; Mrs. Eleanor Louise [Arthur] 
Tynes, Mrs. Sara Jewel [Wells] Roebuck, Mrs. 
Virginia Grace [Eddleman] Simmons, Miss Ola 
Martha I nra TWinsteadl 
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Williams, Mrs. Anna Laura [Round] Jordan, 
Mrs. Martha Eletha [Sansing] Estey, Mrs. 
Bessie Mae [Stamper] Gallaspy, Mrs. Fannie 
B. [Carpenter] Burnett, Mrs. Eunice [Elmore] 
Tingle and Lee "Stubbs" Howington. 

Third row; Eulys Motley, Mrs. Bacot Evans, 
Mrs. Gladys [Nester] Beeman, Mrs. Euna M. 
[Spivey] Graham, James Andrew Spivey, Clark 
Sansing, John Gandy McCormick, Alton 
Brooks McDill, Albert Vance and Noel 
Blackburn. 

Fourth row; James Harvey Harris, James 
Howard Miller, Vernell Eubanks, Dr. J.E. 
Baxter, A.B. Morris Wall, Spurgeon Stamper 
and William Mastnn MrMullan. 
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DR. TL CRER 

T-ckcr his employment 

a Central as Vocational- 
kmni teacher in 1951. He later 
ts oxjcie Agricultural instruc- 
Fir—; Manager before as sum- 
I>az's position in 1961. 
ec tangh: Scoology at ECJC 
5 la ngr : graduate courses in 


cwadanocK and m Jumor former E CCC BAND MEMBERS—Members of the fall 1982 East Central Community College War- 


ALsnsLscration for Mississippi 


^ pas: three years Dr. Tucker 
~ by th e college to 

^ ^ Ahjmni .Association and 
smaie the annual Homecom- 
'Xies x addition to the usual« 
vopoesibititks. 

CDniug to East Central. i 
r»o years in the 
fcnag Wodd War II. He 
:gr: for r*c years at Benton 
^kx>- ra \azoo County. 

~ci.er 5 tse senior member of 
P-rlic Junior College 
A gnyno o and the only- 
*££ service as Dean, 
served as president 
CiC Faculty Qub. president 
Asscxnarion. president 
r E-Vthange Chib, Master 
Masonic Lodge, and 
c Deacocs at Decatur Bap- 


ilor Marching Band were among various groups and classes who received special recognition dur¬ 
ing Homecoming activities held October 10,1992 on the Decatur campus. The 1982 band repre¬ 
sented the first group led by current director Thomas W. Carson. Attending the reunion were (sea¬ 
ted from left) Bob Ivy, Starkville; Mr. Carson; and Robin Gray, Forest. (EC photo) 


- rented the Mississippi 
- 2 c Association as a delegate 
^ ozauonal Associa- 
sas served as a leader at the 
zs -~ Leadership Conference 
r Cc-Jege Administrations at 
ataiLe Unhersiry . 

* member of the 
Ckitv State Junior Col- 


OBSERVES 50TH REUNION—The 1942 graduating class of East Central Community College 
observed its 50th reunion during Homecoming activities held October 10,1992 on the Decatur cam¬ 
pus. Class members who attended their golden anniversary Include: (first row, L-R) Kenneth Bar¬ 
nett, Margaret Beery Brasher; Juanita Bryant Dickey, Eugene Culpepper, O.W. Davies, Doris Glase, 
James Greener, Evelyn Harris Stafford; (second row, L—R) McClain Hatch, Melvin Matthews, H.G. 
McGaugh, Willie Marvis McGraw McCool, Joyce Michael Smith, Virginia Michael Cox, Gladys Nel¬ 
son Walker, Maxine Nelson Bond, Jarie Rhodes Bassett, Frances Richie Harpole, John O. Risher, 
Christine Scott Jarrell, Gerald Smith, Lyle Tate, George Thornton, Leo Tomlin; (fourth row, L—R) 


Virginia Townsend Messer, Sue Walton Hatach, Margie Willie Horvath and J.C. Williamson. (EC S 













Judy Thornton and Becky Jolly serve 
and Charles William: 


coffee to Mr. McMullan MrS ' Williams and Mrs Bradford, instructors, demons 

|a manicure to Linda Madison, a member of the Cosmet< 
chool Board, and Mr. Newell. 


r ✓ 


Gloria White is receiving the final touches 
of a hair-do by Valarie Thrash. 


„ * 
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Mrs. Ann Bradford, Cosmetology instructor, welcomes Mr. and Mrs. 
C. L. Jordan to the Open House. 






































kssrcom-Lecture 


BuilHinrr A 


■ mWBEmm JHBWPWg j ford J - Tucker App/j £ 

fWm Inology Center. When h 

^m -June Dr 

■ CEVRA_ BEAUTIES * Christina Wood (center) of Decatur was selected Most Beautiful will hae served 42 yea! 
Central Community College for 1991-92 and is shown with other beauties chosen during f held of education (EC f 

a oagearrt activities. From left are Shea Sellers of Meridian, Wendy Ellis of Carthage, l ,_' 

rs c* Walnut Grove and Julie Pair of Philadelphia. The Beauty-Beau Pageant was held in hi..~7 - 

orium on the Decatur campus. (EC Photo) • OsXVs 











ers to 

Present Dinner Theatre 


What Are 
Girls Wearing? 


RECEIVES DRAMA AWARD— Awards for the most 
outstanding drama students the past year at East Cen¬ 
tral Junior College', Decatur, were made by Bruce 
Peterson, department director. Receiving the highest 
award. of the night was Jimmy Gaines of Decatur, 
ECJC Players award, Best Actor and Most Congenial 
award for his performance in “The Male Animal” and. 
‘Camelat.” - Vi 

Last year Gaines won the ECJC Best Actor and Most 
Congenial awarcr for appearing in “Father of the 
Bjjide" and “Hello Dolly.” 

' He is the .son of Mr. and Mrs. Roger Gaines of De¬ 
catur and graduated from Decatur High School and 
East Central. He will be leaving soon for training at 
Lackland Air Force Base, San Antonio, Tex. 


WINS FIRST 

Delores Welford [standing right] of Decatur, a junior 
cosmotology student at East Central Junior College was 
recently selected the first place state winner in the Mississippi 
VICE Skill Olympics. Miss Welford was judged on trend cut, 
permanent wave and color, and trend style with day^me anc 
evening comb out. Delores will represent Mississippi in thr 
National VICA Skill Olympics to be held in Birmingham Jum 
1 *6-3°. 

Also pictured are Debbie Goodwin [seated] of Newton, als* 
^*a cosmotology student at ECJC who served as Delores mode 
and Mrs. Shirley Hurt, cosmotology instructor at East Central 


















PRESENTS COMPUTER TAPES - Representatives of Mu Alpha 
' r heta, an organization composed of math students at East Centr¬ 
al 'Community College in Decatur, recently contributed 24 compu¬ 
ter tapes of mathematical software to the two-year institution and 
are shown making the presentation to Dr. Eddie Smith, college 
president. The software, prepared by the Department of Mathe¬ 
matics at the University of Arizona, Includes three catagories: 
ARE YOUR READY?, SLIDE SHOW and TOOLKITS. Pictured are 
.from left) Mrs. Lois McMullan, East Central math instructor and 
dub sponsor; Kevin Winstead of Forest, chapter president for 
1990-91; Dr. Eddie Smith; and Tam Cooper of Decatur, chapter 
president for 1991 -92. (EC Photo) v N.n 


FAVORITES AT EAST CENTRAL— During recent stu¬ 


dent elections at East Central Junior College. Deca¬ 
tur, six young ladies were chosen as “favorite^/’ 
representing the freshman and sophomore classes. 
Favorites, from left to Righto gre: front rbw-^Lynn 
Russell of Decatur, Paift Xewelkpf Decatur. Gloria , 
Hollingsworth of Lake: back row—Pat Mnrphey of . 
Newton, Gail Fondren and Maj^ha James, both of 


Retirement Reception 


L mon. 


(EC JC P hoto b v 


A reception was held Sundav Mav 6 in the home of Mrs 
arres 5 Everett right of Decatur honoring Mrs Alvne 
S ~mons center in recogrition of her retirement from East 
Certra \ _nior Co'lege He' husband Mr Simmons left was 
or. hand to share m the occas on with her Mrs Simmons has 
lo^.g beer an outstanding facultv member at East Centra! 
Junior Co.iege Manv friends and former students visited in 
afternoon to p-av tr pute to her .Staff photo bv Lois 


JC STUDENTS CONSTRUCT HOUSE - Students enrolled 
carpentry program at East Central Community College 
:a*ur are shown in front of a house they are constructing ; 
ir fall semester project. Materials for the house are furnish 
customers and students complete the project under the dirt 
t of the college's carpentry instructors. Pieturedare (kneel! 
' ! eh) Doug Williams. Conehatta: David Hollis, Forest: Ke 
fy. Carthage: Tommy V/amsiey, Forest; (standing from k 
ry Welch, Philadelphia; J.P. Vrverette, Sebastopol; UndreTl 
Forest: and Thomas Newman. McComb. (EC Photo' 













Wroten Lyles of Lena, MS; Mrs. Vera Adams 
Goodwin of Pascagoula, MS; Mrs. Eunice May 
Smith of Decatur; Ted Smith of Decatur; Miss 
Ola May of Newton; and Mrs. Francis Harris 
Smith of Hickory [second row] Lee Busby of 
Philadelphia; Spurgeon Lewis of Union; Jimmy 
Spivey of Senatobia; and Albert Vanc^^of 
Newton. 


East Central Junior College held its fiftieth 
year anniversary on Oct. 7 in DecatiAv 
Honored as Alumni of the Year were the 
original 1928 class that first came to East 
Central when the doors were opened. Eleven 
of the 22 members returned for the reunion. 
They were: From left, [front] Mrs. Lois Cook 
^oodwin'of Vossburg, MS;' Mrs. Madeline 
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